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to use it temporarily until White Horse was reached, the
railway consequently being resumed from the head of the
lake. This was a justifiable course, inasmuch as the build-
ing of the line along the waterside would have occupied
considerable time owing to physical characteristics, while
it was imperative that White Horse should be reached
without delay.
The coming of spring saw the graders regirding them-
selves for another wrestle with the rock and gravel. Before
they had gone very far the edge of a lake was gained.
Its banks were precipitous and did not lend themselves to
a feasible track. An ingenious solution of the problem was
essayed. The engineer decided to lower the level of this
sheet of water by some 14, feet and to build his grade
on a shelf which surveys showed there would be exposed.
To this end he cut a small outlet. But as the vent was
driven through soft soil and totally inadequate to resist
the pent-up force of the escaping water, the latter widened
the breach into such a deep and wide channel that the
lake was lowered by no less than 70 feet! This result
opened up a new difficulty, escape from which was only
practicable by the erection of two large bridges spanning
the rift left by the receding waters. As a result, the line
does not run round the lake as planned originally, but
cuts directly across its bed.
When at last the metals were laid into White Horse
and the Yukon River was gained, the engineer retraced
his footsteps to push ahead with the last link around Lake
Bennett, so that through rail connection between the coast
and the Yukon River might be possible that year. This
wras a heavy piece of work owing to the indentation of the
lake-shore and the number of crags that dropped into the
water. But by blasting away the faces of the promontories
to fashion a narrow gallery upon which to lay the track,
and by dumping the rock shivered by the explosives into
the bays to form embankments, an easy alignment was
secured.
Although the railway overcomes mountains running up